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(1796) he became a tutor at Hampden-Sydney
College; in 1799 he conducted a family school in
the house of Major Morton at "Willington,"
and the following year, a similar school in the
home of Josiah Smith in Powhatan; in 1800
he returned to teach at Hampden-Sydney. On
July 9, 1802, he married Anne Smith Morton,
the daughter of Major Morton of "Willington";
there were no children.

While at Hampden-Sydney he determined to
study for the ministry, and followed, though un-
systematically, a course mapped out for him by
Archibald Alexander [q.v.], then president oi
the college. He was licensed by Hanover Pres-
bytery in 1803, and ordained on Sept. 29, 1804.
From 1804 to 1812 he was pastor of the Pres-
byterian Church on Cub Creek. During this pe-
riod he cultivated a small farm, with the aid of a
few slaves; conducted a school for boys to sup-
plement his inadequate salary; and for a part of
the time (1806-08) acted as an agent for the
Presbytery of Hanover in raising funds for a
theological school to be established at Hampden-
Sydney. In 1812, at the invitation of a few Pres-
byterians, he went to Richmond, and established
the first Presbyterian Church of that city, of
which he was pastor until 1823. He organized
the Virginia Bible Society in 1813 and aided in
the formation of the American Bible Society in
1816; edited a weekly (later a bi-weekly) reli-
gious newspaper, the Christian Monitor, from
July 8, 1815, to Aug. 30, 1817, and the Virginia
Evangelical and Literary Magazine, a monthly,
from January 1818 to December 1828. In this
periodical he offered strong protest, on religious
grounds, to the appointment of Thomas Cooper
[q.v.~\ as professor in the University of Virginia
(Dumas Malone, The Public Life of Thomas
Cooper, 1926, pp. 239^-41). Rice also formed a
company for the publication of Christian litera-
ture; organized the Young Men's Missionary
Society of Richmond; and took the lead in pro-
moting home missionary activity throughout
Virginia. In 1819 he was elected Moderator
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, and in 1822, president of the College of
New Jersey, which call he declined.

On Jan. i, 1824, he became professor of the-
ology in the Theological Seminary at Hampden-
Sydney (later Union Theological Seminary),
the activities of which had been suspended since
the death of Dr. Moses Hoge [g.v.] in 1820.
The organization, equipment, and development
of this institution, tie first of its kind in the
South, was the great work of his life. In 1830
he commenced in the Southern Religious Tele-
graph a series of letters addressed to James Mad-
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ison, which aroused keen interest throughout the
state. They were published in 1832 under the
title Historical and Philosophical Considerations
on Religion: Addressed to James Madison Esq.,
Late President of the United States. In 1831 he
wrote "Project of an Overture to be Submitted
to the Next General Assembly," in which he de-
clared that "the Presbyterian Church ... is a
Missionary Society." This overture stimulated
the organization of the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missions. Rice died in his fifty-fourth
year after a prolonged illness.

Rice was fully six feet tall, habitually slow in
his physical motions, hesitating in his public
speech, but a brilliant writer. A thorough Cal-
vinist, he was nevertheless a man of irenic tem-
per and catholic spirit. In addition to numerous
sermons and the letters mentioned above, he
published An Illustration of the Character &
Conduct of the Presbyterian Church in Virginia
(1816) ; The Pamphleteer, No. 1, Essay on Bap-
tism (1819), No. 2, Irenicwm or the Peacemaker
(1820); A Review of 'The Doctrines of the
Churchj Vindicated from the Misrepresentations
of Dr. John Rice, &* (1827) ; and Memoir of
James Brainerd Taylor (1833), i*1 collaboration
with B. H. Rice.

[William Maxwell, A Memoir of the Rev. John H.
Rice, D.D. (1835); W. H. Foote, Sketches of Va.:
Hist, and Biog., 2 ser. (1855); W. B. Sprague, Annals
of the Am. Pulpit, vol. IV (1858); Union Sem. Mag.,
vol. IX (1898) ; H. A. White, Southern Presbyterian
Leaders (1911); Richmond Enquirer, Sept. 16, 1831,]
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RICE, LUTHER (Mar. 25, 1783-Sept. 25,
1836), Baptist clergyman, promoter of mission-
ary and educational organizations, was born in
Northboro, Mass., a descendant of Edmund
Rice who settled in Sudbury, Mass., before 1639,
and the ninth child of Capt. Amos Rice, who
served in the Revolutionary army and had mar-
ried Sarah Graves of Shrewsbury. Luther's
meager public-school education was interrupted
at sixteen, when, under circumstances showing
initiative on his part, he secured employment
that involved a voyage to Georgia. The reading
of books which decades earlier had influenced
the Great Awakening* largely shaped his reli-
gious experience and incited him to prepare for
the Congregationalist ministry. After three
years at Leicester Academy, he entered Williams
College in the sophomore class, graduating in
1810. From 1810 to 1812 he was a student in the
recently opened Andover Theological Seminary.
Both at Williamstown and at Andover he was
actively connected with the Society of Inquiry
on the Subject of Missions and associated with
those whose address to the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Association of Ministers led to the organi-
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